The 42nd annual National Association of Hispanic Nurses (NAHN) conference had a running theme, which was on the rich history of nursing, the many contributions nursing providers have made and continue to make, and the evolution of NAHN. The profession of nursing, particularly for those past and present Hispanic nurses, was shaped by a group of visionaries, farsighted leaders, and innovators. Some of the many aims of these individuals were to meet the needs of Hispanic nurses and create a forum for Hispanic nurses to have a voice.
At this NAHN annual conference, an example of the importance of historical nursing was demonstrated during a panel of four NAHN past presidents who shared their contributions. Dr. Angie Milan mentioned that one of her many contributions was the carrying out of Muevete USA TM ; Dr. Mary Lou de Leon Siantz featured her contribution in the initiation of the Hispanic Health Care International (HHCI) journal; Dr. Jose Alejandro highlighted the partnership he led between NAHN and Consulting Management Innovators; and Daniel M. Suarez emphasized the change in the direction of HHCI with a new publishing company and leadership team. These are a few of the many examples that show the importance of history and the influence it has.
NAHN is one of the more than 100 nursing associations that currently exist. The current and past presidents of NAHN have created a foundation and legacy for NAHN and for all Hispanic nurses. For example, Muevete USA TM has improved the care provided to Hispanic populations and has influenced the way nurses practice. As Egenes (2009) states, "The study of history focuses on not just the chorological events, but also the impact and influence those events continued to have throughout time" (p. 1), and we can definitely say the legacy of NAHN has influenced the past and present and will shape the future of NAHN, Hispanic nurses, and the health of our clients.
I look forward to seeing everyone at the 43rd annual NAHN conference in Cleveland, Ohio.
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